
Aspects of patriarchal system in Pakistan 

Our society is chained in patriarchal system and customs in which a woman has to 

sacrifice. A woman are forced to do compromise and scarifies both in public and private 

world, only on the basis that female are subordinators which assigns them suppressed and 

submissive roles in societies where as men have the power to rule therefore they have 

dominant roles in societies. Providing better health. education and job opportunities to 

women has never been a preference of our governments and society. Due to patriarchal 

system women of Pakistan is facing discrimination, inequality and exploitation in almost 

all spheres of lives. The social, economic and political state of our country makes the 

patriarchal roots more strong. Hence we will discuss some main aspects of patriarchal 

system which are as follows. 

Social Aspect: 

Norms and practices which define women as inferior to men which impose control on 

women are present every where in our families, social relations, religions, laws, schools, 

text books, media, factories, offices. Negative customs and traditions, lack of awareness 

about present laws and institutions and about their own human rights lowers the position 

of women more. Pakistani women lack social value and status because of negation of 

their roles as producers and providers in all social aspects. Observing from the very basic 

unit of society i.e. family, it is seen that from the very beginning the son gets more 

preference as compare to daughter and the girl child face discrimination early in life, 

starting at birth which is generally uncelebrated. The preference for sons due to their 

productive role dictates the allocation of household resources in their favor. Male 

members of family are given better education and are equipped with skills to compete for 

resources in the public arena, while female members are imparted domestic skill to be 

good mothers and wives. This situation has led to the social and economic dependence of 

women that becomes the basis for male power over women in all social relationship. 

Therefore, it is very evident from the above discussion that patriarchal societies are 



structured on male authoritarian patterns where women and girls are assigned primarily 

reproductive, domestic and dependent roles. 

With in public and private life women has no access to all kind of resources which 

deprive women from their decision making power. Women in Pakistan especially the 

rural women are restricted in ' chador' and ' char diwari' as she is a weaker sex and thus 

secluding her. The tradition of male honor associated with the chastity of their female 

relations restricts women' s mobility, limits social interaction and imposes a check on 

their economic activity. The social, cultural and traditional taboos on women allow men 

to carve legitimacy for themselves in public affairs, as well as in the sphere of production 

and related economic activity. 

Men have a control over whole areas of knowledge which marginalized women' s 

knowledge and experiences, their expertise, aspirations and increases illiteracy rate 

among women. The mechanisms for responding specifically to women's health remain 

weak under patriarchal system because men also control women reproductive power and 

women do not have the freedom to decide how many children they want, when to have 

them, whether they can use contraception. 

Economic Aspect: 

There are considerable differences in women's and men's access to resources and 

opportunities to exert power over economic structures in their societies. With in 

patriarchal economic system men control the institutions, own most property, direct 

economic activity and determine the value of different productive activities with in the 

household and outside in paid work. Men controls women's labor outside the home in 

several ways. Mainly, women decision making powers are severally curtailed or are 

poorly represented in economic decision making, including the formulation of financial, 

monetary, commercial and other economic policies, as well as tax systems and rules 

governing pay. Primarily due to lack of access and control over financial resources. men 

force their women to sell their labor and they may prevent them for working. They may 

appropriate what women earn, they may selectively allow them to work intermittently. 

Then women are excluded from better paid jobs, they are forced to sell their labor at very 
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Jow wages; or work with in the home. Then, they have limited employment opportunities 

as compare to men. Generally women are considered the producing class or rears of 

children, while husbands are the expropriating class; women's back- breaking, endless 

and repetitive labor is not considered an economic contribution at aJl housewife are seen 

to be dependent on their husbands. 

Political Aspect: 

Women have equal political rights as men under the constitution, there political 

participation at the formal levels is still totally inadequate, and their political 

representation negligible. In actual practice due to male domination there are some 

constraints and a lack of interest by political parties in promoting women' s participation. 

Women face several hurdles by the society, socio cultural norms discourages their 

participation, agreement by candidates and parties in several areas that women would not 

vote especially in tribal areas of Pakistan women is usually not allowed to vote. 

Almost all political institutions in society, at all levels, are male dominated, from village 

council to parliament. There are only a handful of women in political parties or 

organizations which decide the fate of our countries. Women have an equal right to vote, 

contest elections offices. Despite the fact that women are free to give vote to the 

candidates of their own choice but still usually the male members of family decides that 

to whom the vote should be given which shows lack of decision makiniz power of women 
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Legal Aspect: 

The legal system favors men and economically powerful classes. Laws pertaining to 

family, marriage and inheritance are very closely linked to the patriarchal control over 

property. In south Asia every legal system considers man the head of the household, the 

natural guardian of children and the primary inheritor of property; they pass from one 

man to another, usually from father to son. Even where women have the legal right to 

inherit such assets, a whole array of customary practices, emotional pressures, social 
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sanctions and sometimes, plain violence, prevent them from acquiring actual control over 

them. In other cases, personal laws curtail their rights, rather than enhance them. In all 

cases, they are disadvantaged. 

The 1973 constitution of Pakistan guarantees to all citizens of Pakistan equality before 

law and equal protection and ensures that there is no discrimination on the basis of sex. 

Similarly, there are many other laws at national and international level which condemns 

the discriminations, inequalities and addresses other issues like violence generated 

against women by the patriarchal society's .Therefore these laws ensures women equality 

and highlights the priority attached to the universal realization of women rights as human 

rights. Male dominance has been legitimated in law and custom. Traditional patriarchy in 

Pakistan was buttressed under the rule of General Zia ul Haq, who--inspired by a wave of 

Islamic "fundamentalism"--introduced laws in supposed accordance with shari'a. The 

laws concentrated on social issues generally, and female behavior in particular. The 

Hudood Ordinances (1979) before its amendment contained the provisions which affect 

the legal capacity of women, the law of Evidence (1984); the Pakistan Citizenship Act 

(1951) and the Muslim family laws Ordinance (1961) brought some important reforms 

but it neither bans polygamy, nor has it proved deterrent against it. 
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